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YNA Alumni Tekes Hashbaah

Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh is proud of its alumni who choose to serve in the IDF. Each year an
average of 2-4 students heed the call of their hearts and souls and decide to enlist,
serving in the MACHAL Program for lone soldiers from overseas. Some may decide to
serve in the Hesder Program spending additional time both in the army and in the

Yeshiva. Many, but not all, make Aliyah eventually.

The alumni currently serving in the IDF under the Hesder Program are:

Naftali Gidon (5768-69)
Adam Rosenfeld (5768-69)

Scott Ehrenberg (5768-69) will be completing his service in a month

Serving in the Machal Program:

Daniel Landesman - (5768-69) completed his service last week

Ellie Steinfeld (5769-70)
Mordechai (Marc) Gilbert (5769-70)

llan Friedman (5769-70) - awarded as Chayal Mitztayen

Robbie Orenstein (5769-70)

The students at YNA had the distinct privilege of attending the initiation ceremony last
week of three of our alumni serving in the same unit.
and Robbie Orenstein proudly stood by the Kotel in front of the Yeshiva. Watching the
ceremony from the Yeshiva's Porch or from the Kotel Square was an uplifting, exhilarating
experience. What a thrill to see our own, handsome alumni in army uniform, proud of
their mission and making us proud of them.

HaRav Bina has offered to sponsor a Bar-B-Q for the unit and the Yeshiva's CHESED

Program has undertaken to send packages to our soldiers on a monthly basis.

Elisha Porath, our Director of
Student Life presents a cake
to Mordechai Gilbert (5769-70)

The swearing-in ceremony viewed from
the Yeshiva's porch

Mordechai Gilbert, llan Friedman
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HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Vayera

HaRav Nebenzahl asks that his Divrei Torah are not read
during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

PRAYING FOR HASHEM'S SAKE

Avraham Avinu praying on behalf of Sodom beseeched Hashem to spare Sodom should
there be fifty tzaddikim among them. Hashem responds that He will indeed spare Sodom
should there be fifty tzaddikim among the population of Sodom. When Avraham saw that
there were not fifty tzaddikim living there, he went down to 45 and so for down to 10. If
Avraham decided at the outset that he would continue praying until Hashem would agree
to save Sodom on behalf of 10 tzaddikim, why did he not begin with 10? Would it not
have been wiser for Avraham to begin with a lower number and work his way up?
Should he not have asked Hashem first to save Sodom on behalf of 10 tzaddikim, if
Hashem were to say no then say, what about 20?

| believe that Avraham Avinu was praying not only for the people of Sodom but he was
trying to prevent a potential chillul Hashem from taking place here: "it would be sacrilege
to You! Shall the Judge of all the earth not do justice?" (Bereishit 18:25). Prayer must
come from the heart, Avraham truly felt the great chillul Hashem that would take place
should Sodom be destroyed in spite of there being 50 tzaddikim residing there. At this
point, Avraham did not feel that destroying a city with 40 tzaddikim would be such a
great chillul Hashem. After completing the initial prayer, Avraham rises to a higher level
and actually feels that a great chillul Hashem would take place if Sodom were to be
destroyed with 45 righteous residents. This process continued down to 10. Avraham
was praying from the depths of his heart.

Chazal point out that Moshe Rabenu describes Hashem as "HaKel HaGadol HaGibor
veHaNorah" "the great, mighty, and awesome G-d" (Devarim 10:17). Along came
Yirmiyahu and limited this description to: "the great and mighty G-d" (Yirmiyahu 32:18).
What happened to His being awesome? Chazal tell us that Yirmiyahu charged:
"strangers are croaking in His Sanctuary where are the displays of His awesomeness?"
(Yoma 69b). It would not be appropriate to use the term "awesome" under such
circumstances. Later on we find Daniel and Nehemiah describing Hashem as: "the great
and awesome G-d" (Daniel 9:4 and Nehemiah 1:5). What happened to His being
mighty? They claimed "strangers are enslaving His children, where are the displays of
His power?" (Yoma 69b) - It would be inappropriate to describe Him as mighty in such a
situation. Along came the Anshei Knesset Hagedola and announced: "on the contrary!
this is His magnificent display of strength, for He restrains His will in that He shows a
long-suffering countenance to the wicked, and these are indeed the great displays of His
awesomeness because if not for the awe of the nations for the Holy One, Blessed is He,
how could one solitary nation survive among the seventy nations of the world?" (ibid.).
Similarly it says in the Gemara: "'who is like You among 'eilim' - the mighty ones,
Hashem' (Shmot 15:11) - who is like You among 'ilmim’ - the mute ones? (in Hebrew the
spelling is almost identical) (Gittin 56b). According to Chazal Hashem's might and
awesomeness is specifically manifested in His hearing the other nations cursing Him, yet
remaining silent. The Anshei Knesset Hagedola therefore instituted the words "the great,
mighty, and awesome G-d" as the opening of the Shmone Esrei prayer.

The Gemara questions the actions of Yirmiyahu, Daniel, and Nehemiah: "now the Rabbis,
how did they act thus and abolish the institution that Moshe instituted?" (ibid.). The
Gemara's response is: "because they knew about the Holy One, Blessed is He, that He is
truthful, they therefore would not speak falsehood to Him" (ibid.). Hashem is a G-d of
truth, and therefore desires that our prayers be truth. Of course, if the Torah refers to
Hashem as "the great, mighty, and awesome G-d", then it must be true.

Yirmiyahu, Daniel, and Nehemiah, although they knew these descriptions to be true,
because of the circumstances of their times they could not truly express it from the heart
and felt that prayers using these descriptions would not be authentic. It is because "they
would not speak falsehood against Him", that they were not prepared to recite words by
rote simply "because they are written in the siddur" (or in their case written said by
Moshe Rabenu in the Torah)?

We do not possess this quality of truth that the prophets had. We recite "the great,
mighty, and awesome G-d" whether we feel it or not, for that is the text that the Anshei
Knesset Hagedola established for us. The prophets, however, were not satisfied with
reading from the siddur - they followed the dictates of their heart.

The answer is that Avraham's prayers were dictated by his heart - as were those of
Yirmiyahu, Daniel, and Nehemiah. At the beginning Avraham was able to feel and
identify with the great chillul Hashem that would be caused by the destruction of fifty
righteous people. At a certain point his fervent prayer elevated him to an even higher
level, so that he was able to feel the chillul Hashem that would be caused by the deaths
of forty five righteous people. From his tefilla he was able to rise higher and higher until
the potential for chillul Hashem that the deaths of ten righteous inhabitants of Sodom
would cause pained him such that it spurred him to try to pray in attempt to avoid it.
When he first began beseeching Hashem, his spiritual level was not such that he would
feel the chillul Hashem caused by the deaths of ten righteous people, and a prayer on
their behalf would not have been from the heart, while the prayers of the prophets need
always be very sincere.

Following the chet haegel, Moshe Rabenu prayed to Hashem not to punish the Jewish
people. Moshe reasoned: "why should Egypt say the following: 'with evil intent did He
take them out, to kill them in the mountains and to annihilate them from the face of the
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earth?™ (Shmot 32:12). Moshe Rabenu was worried purely about the potential chillul
Hashem. The same thing happened following the chet hameraglim: Moshe Rabenu asked
Hashem not to punish the Jewish people: "then Egypt from whose midst You brought up
this nation with Your people will hear ... yet You killed this people like a single man! Then
the nations that heard of Your fame will say: 'because Hashem lacked the ability to bring
this people to the Land that He had sworn to give them, He slaughtered them in the
wilderness"” (Bamidbar 14:13-16). We find a similar reaction from Yehoshua as well "the
Canaanite and all the inhabitants of the land will hear and will surround us and cut off
our name from the earth. What will You do for Your Great Name?" (Yehoshua 7:9). As
with Moshe Rabenu, Yehoshua was concerned first and foremost about the potential
Kiddush Hashem.

Real and sincere tefilla comes purely from the heart. We pray according to the text set
for us by Chazal, however we may add our own personal requests as well - if we wish a
refuah shlema than we add it refaenu, and so forth.

Chazal derive from lyov that "Anyone who makes the Name of Heaven a partner in his
distress - they double his livelihood for him" (Brachot 63a). How does one "make the
Name of Heaven a partner in his distress"? It would appear to me that when a person
davens in an attempt to alleviate his suffering, he must realize that Hashem is suffering
with him. When the Jewish people are in pain, so is Hashem: "At the time a person
suffers, what expression does the Shchina articulate: 1 am burdened by My head; | am
burdened by My arm" (Sanhedrin 46a). The Divine Presence suffers when a person is in
pain, it suffers not only when the righteous are in pain, but the wicked as well - including
those who have violated transgressions punishable by death at the hands of Beit Din (see
Gemara there).

It is with this in mind that we recite in our daily Shmone Esrei: "for You are G-d, King,
the faithful and compassionate healer”. What do we mean when we say He is
compassionate? That He is suffering together with the sick. We therefore ask: "heal us
Hashem - then we will be healed; save us - then we will be saved, for You are our praise,
bring complete recovery for all our ailments", so that He will no longer

have to endure our suffering. We are of course forbidden to speak this way of Hashem,
but what we have just said is rooted in Chazal. The Gemara tells us: "there are three
types of people whose lives are not lives: those who are overly compassionate, those
who are easily angered, and those who are highly delicate” (Pesachim 113b). One
cannot live a normal life if he is too full of mercy for others. One moment he hears of
one tragedy, the next moment another - he has no peace and tranquility. It is in this
way that Hashem feels our troubles, so to speak. For each and every Jew that suffers,
Hashem suffers as well. We must pray for an end to Hashem's suffering (see Nefesh
Hachayim Shaar 2, perek 12).

We, in general, first and foremost pray for our welfare - that we and our families should
enjoy good health. After that, we may pray on behalf of other Jews. Our prayers do not
stem from a worry about the honor of Heaven. In spite of all this, we must do our
utmost to "make the Name of Heaven a partner in our distress”. As mentioned above,
the text of the tefillot, as established by the Anshei Knesset Hagedola, contain this idea
of feeling Hashem's pain. Is it not therefore preferable for us to actually feel His pain
and not simply make mention of it? Praying while feeling for Hashem's suffering, would
be true avoda shebalev - a service of the heart, referring to tefilla (see Rambam Hilchot
Tefilla 1:1). One who is not on this level and who only prays for his own welfare is also
serving Hashem. The mere fact that he turns to Hashem for help and not to Netanyahu,
the left, or America, is a clear indication that he knows where to turn for help. One who
needs to be healed, may need to go to the doctor, kuppat cholim, etc, but in the final
analysis Hashem is the healer.

Tefilla is avoda shebalev - a service of the heart. By declaring that onlyHashem is able to
help us, we are serving Him. We realize that Hashem wishes for all Jews to be healthy,
have parnassa, and only good things. We find an additional point in Akdamus - if we
pray for all these things in order to help us learn Torah then it is more likely that our
tefillos will be accepted. With worries about our livelihood, without wisdom we are
unable to learn Torah. Hashem wants us to learn Torah, by praying for assistance in
learning Torah we are praying that Hashem helps us fulfill His will.

We must realize that kavana in tefilla is not just a side matter, but is an integral part of
our tefilla. Although the halacha does not require us to repeat tefilla for lack of kavana
(perhaps with the exception of the first pasuk of the Shma) - prayer comes from the
heart not from the mouth.

The Chovot HalLevavot uses the following example: there was a wealthy man who invited
the king to lodge at his house. He instructed his wife and children to make sure the king
had everything he may need - food, linens, not to spare anything. The man, however,
went away for his business. The king arrived and was angry - the host did not even
bother to greet the king, his own affairs took precedence. When we pray, our entire
body greets Hashem - we bow, we take three steps back. But the host, the heart, must
be there as well. The King is not as happy if the heart does not bother to come.

One of my rebbeim wondered how people can pray "veten tal umatar" and go outside
and claim "oh no, its raining”. | don't find this inconsistent, after all the person
acknowledges the bracha of rain, but he would rather have it fall on the fields and not on
his head. However, a man sitting in America praying for the ingathering of the exiles but
having in mind "not now, let me first finish university", let the others come first, that is a
prayer which is not fully from the heart. When uttering such a prayer, a person must
want to go to Eretz Yisrael himself. Everyone sincerely prays for health and parnassa,
but how many say the words praying for wisdom thinking "l have enough wisdom, I
don't need more", or the bracha for Hashem accepting our tshuva while thinking "I have
no need for this". What about "slach lanu" while thinking - thank G-d | have no aveirot.
A person should pray for himself as well as for others. We all need sechel in order to
become gedolei Torah. We also need parnassa, chochma, tshuva, and everything else.
We must have in mind not only for ourselves but because Hashem wants to give to us,
we are praying for His sake as well.
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Staff Dvar Torah by Rav Dani Bader

Searching for Absolute Truth
Lot's father Haran (Avraham's brother) waited to see the outcome of
Avraham being cast into the first before deciding whose side he was

on. Sounds like a reasonable approach - this certainly would show who
was right.

.

Lot was raised in a good Jewish home and in fact physically resembled Avraham Avinu.
How did a good Jewish boy raised in a good Jewish home ending up choosing to live and
work in Sodom, the most decadent of all places?

The answer is that his father Haran was not interested in the absolute truth, his only wish
was to enjoy life and would only face the facts when forced to. His son Lot was no
different - he bent the truth to allow his shepherds to take that which belonged to others.
His desire to relocate to Sodom was also to enjoy what he considered the good life. This
is in spite of having learned absolute truth from the best teacher possible - his uncle
Avraham Aviu. Lot knew full well that Avrhaam was still alive after Sodom had been
destroyed, yet he lead his daughters to believe that they were the only ones left alive
beside him - look at the consequences.

Many of our Rabbanim have managed to positively influence a student by simply providing
him with information he did not have until now. | find it very refreshing when students
and others admit they may have erred. Our commitment to truth and our desire to attain
it no matter how uncomfortable it may make us is what keeps us from being misled and
erring. This is the hallmark of Judaism - seeking the truth.

May these ideals of searching for truth serve as a foundation of our belief so that we may
be able to impart these values on our own children. In this manner we can emulate G-d's
attributes and stay clear of life's many pitfalls.

Visitor Log, Mazal Tov's, Tehillim List

This Week's Dedications

Ari Kalton (5760-61) sponsored HaRav Chaim Eisenstein's Gemora Shiur on the 11th of
Cheshvan.

If you would like to be Parnas Hayom or dedicate a shiur, click here.

The following members of our extended YNA family need our tefilot:

® Ditza bat Vardit Tali bat Devorah Bina
® Rachel bat Chana

® Chaya Meira Mindel bat Chava Golda
® Sagit bat Esther

® Fruma bat Ita

® Chaya bat Grunia

® Tamara Nechama bat Karmela

® Ester bat Chaya

® Binyamin Yonatan ben Leikah

® Chaya Chana bat Alta Rivkah

® Yosef ben Hilda

® Maron ben Hadas Esther

® Rivka Chava bat Rachel

® Esther bat Brana

® Yehuda Pinchas ben Asna

® Ari ben Rivka

® Miriam bat Shulamit

® Yosef ben Golda

® Malka Chaya bat Chana
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® Shayna bat Chava

® Miriam Rivka bat Adina Leah

® Mordechai Eliezer Hacohen ben Esther
Miriam

An of course we are always davening for
the safe return of Gilad Shalit (Gilad ben
Aviva)

Next week we will be resetting the tehillim list. Please submit the names of people who are
still in need of a refuah shlema, even if they are currently on the list.

Submit Names to the list.

Send Us Your Announcements

Please, if you have any smachot or chas v'shalom, less happy occasions, let our office
know so we can keep everybody updated. Are you visiting Israel?- let us know! We'd
love to host you for a shabbat meal, davening, a shiur and would love for you to stop by.

Shabbat Shalom,
Rav Bina, Netiv Aryeh
Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh

Use this area to provide your subscribers information about your organization.

Sincerely,

HaRav Aharon Bina, Netiv Aryeh
Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh
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